





Ecclesiastes was written by one
old man quoting another old man.
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Over the Sun Perspective (12:9-14)
You will live a meaningful life If you trust the
One beyond the sun!

(1) ear God @Dbey IS commandemember juadgment.

/) Under the Sun|Perspective
You can find meaning If you live your life unader
the sun to the max!

(1) Wealth, (2) Pleasure, (3) Intellect, (4) Morality, (5) Career, (0)
Power, (/) Politics, (8) Fame, (9) Romance




King Solomon lived life to the max

o Exorbitantly Rich * Feared (General

e Powerful King e Notorious VWomanizer

e Savvy Diplomat o Stunningly Wise

e Master Builder e Chronically Idolatrous



Ecclesiastes 1:1-3

I hese are the words of the leacher, King
David’s son, who ruled In Jerusalem.
‘BEverytning Is meaningless,” says the leacher,
“‘completely meaningless!” What-do _people get
for all thelr hard work under the sun?




Over the Sun Reality

Purpose: Every human life Is here by God’s
JesS|an.

Value:) Every human life has special value.

~
. I\/Iora\it - [ here are objective universal standards
and wrong.

C
m We are made to love by a God who Is love.

w There will be a final reckoning by God ano
therrlife after deatn.




Under the Sun Realit
Purpose: All numan life 1S here nce.
Value: Humans aredecaying mattep ke everything else.
Morality: Right and wrong INned by gubjective tastes
| ove: Love IS evolvge~arain chemi tha elped uS SUrvive,
Hope: We have no future and will ultimetely tade Into

Nnothingness.
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Valug: Love yourset:
Morality:—=tve yo . . Ynostafthe time.
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| ove: |reat love assublimehit.special
Hope: Get on the right side.of 'a

I—

aTfayya
ATt

-
ey

Jenial
eanino.




Purpose OTS
Every human life is here by God's design.

Purpose UTS
All human life IS here by chance.
SO, make your own epic meaning.




The Argument of First Cause

The universe began 13.8B years ago
with a big bang.

Something had to bang the bang.

Contingency: Everything that begins to
exIst has a cause.

g ] 1 1
Aristotle’'s "unmoved mover



The Fine Tuning of the Universe

T any one of several conditions In the
universe were sligntly different, organic
Ife would not be possible.
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Purpose OTS
Every human life is here by God's design.

Purpose UTS
All human life IS here by chance.
SO, make your own epic meaning.




‘Sometimes when In conversation with my fellow scientists | ask
them “VWhat do you do science with?” “My mind... My pbrain.” " le
me about your brain. How does It come to exist”?” "By means of
natural, minaless, unguided processes.” “VVny, then, do you trust
t?” | ask. “If you thought that your computer was the end product
of mindless unguided processes, would you trust it?” “Not In a
Million years,” comes that reply. “You clearly have a problem then.
After pregnant pause they sometimes ask me whnere | got this
argument. They find the answer rather surprising. Charles Darwin.
e wrote, “...with me the horrid doubt always arises whether the
convictions of man's mind, which has peen developed from the
MINAd of the lower animals, are of any value or at all trustwortny.”
-John Lennox, Oxford Mathematician
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Value OTS
Cvery human life has special value.

Value UTS

Humans are decaying matter
IKe everytning else.
S0, love yourselt.




1
Vlan descended from apes,
)
thereftore we must love one another.

-Vladimir Solovyov,
~ussian philosopner




Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948)

Article 1 — All numan peings are born free and equal In dignity and
rignts.

Article 3 — Everyone has the right to lite, liberty, and security of
Derson.

Article 4 — No one shall be held In slavery or servituae.

Article 7 — All are equal before the law ana are entitiea without any
adiscrimination to equal protection of the law.

Article 18 — Everyone has the rignt to freedom of thougnt,
conscience, and religion.

Article 19 — Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and
expression.




The problem for a secular American
who believes in no universal God

s that you have no universal authority
for universal human rignts.




Morality OTS

1here are opbjective universal stangaras

of right and wrong.
Morality UTS

RIght and wrong are supbjective.

SO, live your truth ... most of the time.




John 8:31-32

Jesus said to the people who believed In Him,
“You are truly My disciples If you remain faithfu
to My teachings. And you will kKnow the truth,
and the truth will set you free.”




Love OTS
We are made to love by a God who Is love.

_ove UTS
| ove IS evolved brain chemistry that helpeo
US Survive.

SO, treat love as sublimely special.




Hope OTS

There will be a final reckoning by God ano
then life after deatn.

Hope UTS
VWe have no future and will ultimately fade
Nto nothingness.

SO, get on the right side of history.




Under the Sun Reality
Purpose: All human life Is here by chance.
Value: Humans are decaying matter like everything else.
Viorality: Right and wrong are determined by subjective tastes.
| ove: Love IS evolved brain chemistry that helpead us survive.
—ope: VWe have no future ana will ultimately fade into
Nnothingness.

Under the Sun Denial

Purpose: Make your own epic meaning.
Value: Love yourself.

Viorality: Live your truth ... most of the time.
| ove: [reat love as sublimely special.

Hope: Get on the right side of history.




Ecclesiastes 1:1-3

I hese are the words of the leacher, King
David’'s son, who ruled In Jerusalem.
‘BEverytning Is meaningless,” says the leacher,
‘completely meaningless!” What do people get
for all their hard work under the sun®




Over the Sun Reality

Purpose: Every human life Is here by God’s
aesign.

Value: Every human life has special value.

Viorality: 1here are objective universal stangaras
of rignt ana wrong.

| ove: We are made to love by a God who is love.

Hope: There will be a final reckoning by God ano
then lite after deatn.






